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Gwendolyn Brooks 

Writer, Poet, Humanitarian 
(1917-2000) 

 
Miss Brooks was born on June 17, 1917, in Topeka, Kansas, to David Anderson Brooks and 
Keziah Corinne Wims Brooks.  She mostly lived in Chicago.  She began to compose poetry 
when she was eleven, nurtured by loving parents who gave her a love of songs, stories and 
learning. 
 
Miss Brooks attended predominantly white high schools.  She formed friendships along with her 
love of poetry from other poets such as T. S. Eliot, Ezra Pound and Wallace Stevens.  At the age 
of sixteen, Miss Brooks met Langston Hughes, who encouraged her and read poetry to her.  
After graduating from high school Miss Brooks went to Woodrow Wilson Jr. College.  She met 
and married Henry Lowington Blakely II after graduating from college. 
 
Miss Brooks� first book of poetry, A Sonnet in Bronzeville, received highly favorable reviews 
and brought her the attention of other black writers. Her book titled Annie Allen won the Pulitzer 
Prize for poetry in 1950.  She was the first black to receive this award.  Her autobiographical 
novel, Maud Martha, was published in 1953 and in 1956 her first book of children�s poetry, 
Bronzeville Boys and Girls, was published. She also continued writing about the events 
occurring in the world at the time (e.g. Birmingham, Johannesburg, etc.) 
 
This bibliography is a compilation of materials by and about Miss Brooks: dissertations, 
magazine articles, biography and criticisms, books, and ERIC documents. 
  
Miss Brooks died in 2000 at the age of 83.  Her papers were given to the University of California 
at Berkley. We will continue to remember her works and literary contributions. 
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Blount, Marcellus, Jr. Broken Tongues:  Figures Of Voice In Afro-
American Poetry, Degree: 
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University Of Illinois At Urbana-Champaign 0900 Year:  1994 
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Clyde, Glenda Estelle. An Oral Interpreter�s Approach To The Poetry Of Gwendolyn Brooks,  

Degree:  Ph.D. Institution:  Southern Illinois University At Carbondale 0209 Year:  1966 
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Michael S. Harper), Degree:  Ph.D. Institution:  The University Of New Mexico 0142  
Year:  1997 

 
Davenport, Doris. Four Contemporary Black Women Poets:  Lucille Clifton, June Jordan, Audre 
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 Lorde, & Sherley Anne Williams (A Feminist Study Of A Culturally Derived Poetics),  
Degree:  Ph.D. Institution:  University Of Southern California 0208 Year:  1985 
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Heacock, Maureen Catherine. Sounding A Challenge:  African-American Women�s Poetry And  
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Gwendolyn Brooks, Degree:  Ph.D. Institution:  The Florida State University 0071 Year: 
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Stein, Sylvia Path And Gwendolyn Brooks, Degree:  Ph.D. Institution: Cornell University  
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Hughes, Sheila Hassell. Bridging Bodies Of Work:  The Poetic And The Prophetic In Women�s  
Literature And Feminist Theology, Degree:  Ph.D. Institution:  Emory University 0665 

 Year:  1997 
 

Ingram, Elwanda Deloris. Black Women:  Literary Self-Portraits, Degree:  Ph.D. Institution:   
University Of Oregon 0171 Year:  1980 
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Layng, George William. The Rude Style:  Ballads And Contemporary American Poetry  
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Tufts University 0234 Year:  1998 
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Institution:  New York University 0146 Year:  1977   
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McCormick, Adrienne L. Practicing Poetry, Producing Theory:  Op/Positional Poetics In  

Contemporary Multi-Ethnic American Poetries, Degree:  Ph.D. Institution:  University Of  
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Melhelm. D. H. Gwendolyn Brooks:  Prophecy And Poetic Process, Degree:  Ph.D. Institution:   
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Stanford, Ann Folwell. �The Tender Struggle�:  War And Resistance In The Early Poetry Of  
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Carolina At Chapel Hill 0153 Year:  1990 

 
Stover, Johnnie Mae. Gwendolyn Brooks And Sherwood Anderson:  Communication vs.  

Language, Degree:  M.A. Institution:  Florida Atlantic University 0119 Year:  1985 
 
Stratton, Kathryn Alice Abels. Woman As B:  Woman As A, Degree:  Ph.D. Institution:  Indiana  
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Walters, Tracey Lorraine. Reclaiming The Classics.  The Emancipatory Strategy Of Selected  
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Gwendolyn), Degree:  Ph.D. Institution:  Princeton University 0181 Year:  1994  

 
Woolley, Lisa Kay Shillock. The Chicago Renaissance:  Privileged Speech And Social Change,  

1900-1930 (Illinois), Degree:  Ph.D. Institution:  University Of Minnesota 0130 Year:  
1993 
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9 

Emanuel, James A. A Note On The Future Of Negro Poetry.  Negro American Literature  
Forum, V1, Fall 1967, p 2-3. 
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Forntain, John W. Crowds Brave Weather To Bid Farewell To Poet. (Funeral Of Poet  
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